
Prayers for an Advent Wreath 

Theme 1 

Week 1: Patriarchs 

We light this candle to remember Abraham and Sarah and all the faithful 

people of long ago. These people listened to God and trusted God. They went 

on a journey to obey God. We are also on a journey of faith, to know God 

better. 

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the world, be with us on our journey through Advent, 

that we may know you better.  Amen  

Week 2: Prophets 

We lit the first candle to remember Abraham and Sarah and all the faithful 

people of long ago. 

Today we light the second candle to remember Isaiah and Jeremiah and all the 

prophets of long ago. These people listened to God and gave God’s message to 

their neighbours and friends. They helped people understand what God is like 

and they shared God’s promises for the future. We also watch and listen for 

God’s voice. 

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the world, be with us on our journey through Advent, 

that we may know you better.  Amen  

Week 3: John the Baptist  

We lit the first candle to remember Abraham and Sarah and all the faithful 

people of long ago. We lit the second candle to remember Isaiah and Jeremiah 

and all the prophets of long ago. 

Today, we light the third candle to remember John the Baptist. John helped 

the people to have a new start with God. He baptised them in the river Jordan. 

John helped them to realise that they should follow Jesus. We too, are 

followers of Jesus, looking for the signs of his coming. 

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the world, be with us on our journey through Advent, 

that we may know you better. Amen 

 

 



Week 4: Mary 

We lit the first candle to remember Abraham and Sarah and all the faithful 

people of long ago. We lit the second candle to remember Isaiah and Jeremiah 

and all the prophets of long ago. We lit the third candle to remember John the 

Baptist.  

Today, we light the fourth candle to remember Mary, the mother of Jesus. 

When Mary was asked to be the mother of Jesus, she said, ‘Yes.’ 

When God asks us to do something, may we be ready to say ‘Yes’. 

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the world, be with us on our journey through Advent, 

that we may know you better. Amen 

Christmas Eve / Christmas morning:  

We lit these four candles through Advent to remember: Abraham and Sarah, 

Isaiah and Jeremiah, John the Baptist and Mary. All these people lived out their 

faith so that God’s will would be done on earth. Today, we light the candle of 

Christmas to welcome Jesus.  

Jesus is born, alleluia. He is the light of the world. Lord Jesus Christ, light of the 

world, we welcome you. Shine on us and help us to reflect your light.  Amen 

 

Theme 2 

Week 1: O Wisdom 

We light this first candle to ask for the wisdom of God. All things begin and end 

with God. God is so wise that he created the universe - from the largest planet 

to the tiniest microbe. God sent Jesus, and all the wisdom of God was in him. 

One of the titles given to Jesus is the 'Wisdom of God'. In Advent, we pray for 

him to come near to us and help us. 

O Wisdom, coming from the heart of God and filling all creation, come and 

teach us the way of truth.   

Week 2: O Key of David 

We lit the first candle to ask for the wisdom of God to come near to us and 

help us. We light this second candle to ask God to rescue us and give us life. 

Today we begin our prayer, 'O Key of David'. Jesus is sometimes called the 'Key 



of David'. He belongs to the family tree of King David and he can open the way 

to God, just as a key opens a locked door. 

O Key of David, open for us the doorway of life. Free us from every kind of 

darkness and bring us into your light. Amen 

Week 3: O King of the Nations  

We lit the first candle to ask for the wisdom of God to come near to us and 

help us. We lit the second candle to ask God to rescue us and give us life.  

We light this third candle to ask God to help every nation on earth. We pray for 

our own country quite often and for other countries sometimes, but today we 

pray for every nation and country and race on the earth. Jesus is sometimes 

called the 'King of the Nations' and so this is how we begin our prayer: 

O King of the nations, only you can speak to the dreams of every group and 

draw us together to live as one on the earth. Rescue us, because we are all 

your sons and daughters.  Amen 

Week 4: O Emmanuel 

We lit the first candle to ask for the wisdom of God to come near to us and 

help us. We lit the second candle to ask God to rescue us and give us life. We 

lit the third candle to ask God to help every nation on earth.  

We light the fourth candle to ask that we may know Jesus better. The more 

we understand Jesus, the better we will know God Jesus is sometimes called 

'Emmanuel' which means 'God with us.'  

O Emmanuel, may we know you better and see your work of love in the world. 

Come to us and save us.  Amen 

Christmas Eve / Christmas morning: 

We lit these four candles through Advent to ask for God’s wisdom, to ask God 

to give us life, to ask God to help every nation on earth, and to help us to know 

Jesus better.  

Today we light the candle of Christmas and we rejoice that Jesus is born. He is 

the 'Wisdom of God', the 'Key of David', the 'King of the Nations' and 

'Emmanuel'. All these titles belong to him, because he is God become a human 

being. All our prayers begin and end in him. 



Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Most High God, we worship you. Lord Jesus Christ, 

son of Mary, born in a stable, we worship you, today and always. Amen 

 

Theme 3 

Week 1: Hope  

We light this first candle to pray for hope. We pray for ourselves and for 

everyone. We ask that our hope will be fixed on God and that God will inspire 

us to hope for good things. We pray for everyone who feels that their hope has 

gone. May they find a new hope that shines like this candle flame.  

Lord Jesus Christ, hope of our hearts and hope for the world, come close to us 

this Advent.  Amen 

Week 2: Peace 

We lit the first candle to pray for hope.  

We light this second candle to pray for peace; peace for ourselves and for the 

whole world. We ask for the peace of mind that comes from seeing things 

clearly. We pray for everyone who lives in the midst of conflict or war. May 

they find some sign of peace that shines like this candle flame.  

Lord Jesus Christ, Prince of peace, reign in our hearts and in all the world. 

Come close to us this Advent.  Amen 

Week 3: Joy 

We lit the first candle to pray for hope. We lit the second candle to pray for 

peace.  

We light the third candle to pray for joy, for ourselves and for everyone. We 

give thanks for the beauty of joy and the way it comes to us when we don’t 

expect it. We pray for everyone who feels no joy. May they find some hint of 

joy that shines like this candle flame.  

Lord Jesus Christ, joy of the hearts that know you, fill us and all your world with 

joy. Come close to us this Advent.  Amen 

Week 4: Love 

We lit the first candle to pray for hope. We lit the second candle to pray for 

peace. We lit the third candle to pray for joy.  



We light the fourth candle to pray for love. We pray for the love which is 

patient and kind, and the love which goes on caring and believing. May we 

show this love to one another and be open to welcome the love of God into 

our hearts. We pray for everyone who feels unloved, and for every time it is 

difficult to love others. May we see some sign of love that shines like this 

candle flame. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you showed us that God is love. Help us to live in love, so 

that we live in God. Come close to us this Advent.  Amen 

Christmas Eve / Christmas morning: 

We lit the first candle to pray for hope. We lit the second candle to pray for 

peace. We lit the third candle to pray for joy. We lit the fourth candle to pray 

for love.  

Now we light the Christmas candle and we rejoice that Jesus is born. He is 

hope, peace, joy and love for all the world.  

A Saviour is born to us today. Alleluia! 

Lord Jesus Christ, you bring the life of God into the world. Fill us with your 

light, now and always. Amen 
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